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Children’s OQOutdoor
Wild Friends Comes on Board for 2012!

This year, the Wi ld Friends program fpas ¢

Outdoor Bill of Rights as the focus of their program. This memorial, which would
provide support for state agencies to develop and advertise outdoor programs for
children, was introduced in the | egi
hopeful that working together with EEANM and others in the community, the Wild
Friends can help to successfully pass this important piece of legislation, for the sa
our children and all future generations.

Wild Friends, an award/inning educational program at the University of New Mexid
School of Law, Institute of Public Law, brings students and lawmakers together to

| at u

e of

D
nelp

solve wildlife issues in our state. The program integrates civics, science and lang

age

arts for students across New Mexico in gradé® 4We work with teachers and studeljts
who research a wildlife issue of concern, study the democratic process, draft legisjation
to address the issue, and then communicate directly with state legislators. Wild Ffjends

staff provide curriculum materials, mentoring, speakers and wildlife presentations,
(Continued on pag@)
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EEANM pPresIDENT

From the President:

As the school year swings back into session, many of us find elation in the recent rgins!

I £FOAO A OiI T x OO0i T A0 T /&£ AAOCAIT U OEAOA ifiT O
cooler nights remind us that fall is coming. If the heat kept you inside this summer,

ul 6611 AA EAPPU O ETix AAT OO E£AAOIT QO 1
the Rio Grande Nature Center State Park (see photos below). Highlighting green dgsign

working capital. Providing teacher workshops, networking opportunities (like our annual confezgbce 2021% in
&AOI ETCcOITh .-q ATA TAxO1I AOGBGAOO AOA EOOO A bpi OOEI

both in term of time and finances are helpful to reach these goals.

'O OEA OAEITTIT UAAO Ai1 OGET OAOG xAdi 1 AA
and time to help push environmental education into the community limelight of New
Mexico! Our board has worked hard to establish a job description that fits our goals a
continues to diversify our partnerships.

. %

Cheers,
Kimi Scheerer, EEANM Board President

(Continued from pagg)

field trips to the NM State Legislature during the legislative session. There the students get the chance to meet withﬂ
lawmakers and other leaders, write letters, testify before legislative committees, and speak at press conferences ang| other
events.

Since the programés founding in 1991, over 10,000 WjId
the New Mexico State Legislature to help New Mexicops w
in the designation of a state butterfly for New Merx]| co,

huntingo, recycling programs at the Roundhouse, andi|finc
Teachers in the Wild Friends program consistently rmve
that all ows students to interact and engage in the roc

132

hard to make a difference for animals and peopl eéTh
|l onger provide. o

pr

For more information about Wild Friends, contact Susan George, Diregewrge2@unm.ed@77-5089) or visit http://
wildfriends.unm.edu
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Officers

President

Kimi Scheerer
Albuquerque

(505) 8986388
ksche@bosqueschool.org

Vice-President

Kristina Ortez de Jones
Taos

(505) 2437767
kristina.ortez@sierraclub.org

Treasurer

Amy Landers
Albugquerque, NM 87102
(505) 7646285
alanders@cabg.gov

Secretary

Stephanie Bestelmeyer, Ph.D.
Las Cruces

(575) 5243334
stephanie@asombro.org

At Large Members

Steve Blake

Silver City

(505) 3883268

steve.blake @aldoleopoldhs.org

DonnaGrein

Santa Fe

(505) 8276565
donna.grein@state.nm.us

Becky Kerr
Flora Vista
(505) 3341702
bkerr@boep.org

Garth Smelser
Alamogordo

(575) 3136714
gsmelser@fs.fed.us

Larry Winn

Gallup

(505) 8793060
connections@qgwestoffice.net

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Farmington.

Click herefor the Board Member Job Description. ¢

Barbara Garrity info@eeanm.org 5057157021
EEANM Board of Directors Call for Nominations
Please submit nominations to Elections and Nominations Commit- .
tee Chair, Garth Smelser,ggmelser@fed.fs.us g“

Click herefor the Board Member Nomination Form.

R

Nominations are due by September 30, 2011. An online elect
will take place from Oct.d Oct. 21. Results will be announced
at the Annual Meeting at the EEANM/NMSTA conference in

EEANM —3

EE-CONNECTIONS—Summer 2011



mailto:ksche@bosqueschool.org
mailto:kristina.ortez@sierraclub.org
mailto:alanders@cabq.gov
mailto:stephanie@asombro.org
mailto:steve.blake@aldoleopoldhs.org
mailto:donna.grein@state.nm.us
mailto:bkerr@boep.org
mailto:gsmelser@fs.fed.us
mailto:connections@qwestoffice.net
mailto:gsmelser@fed.fs.us
http://www.eeanm.org/pdf/EEANM%20Board%20of%20Directors%20Job%20Description.pdf
http://www.eeanm.org/pdf/BoardNominationForm.pdf

EE NnEws

The National Leopold Education Conference comes to Albuquerque
by Jean Szymanski

The end of July brought 50 people from across the country to Albuquerque for t
national Leopold Education Project
ference was fAAl do-Theop@ahdd Nowamd Et =

LEP is an environmental education curriculum based on the classic writings of «

ties to the natural environment and the effort to conserve and protect our nature
sources. LEP curriculum materials and workshops are supported by Pheasanty#
ever out of St. Paul, MN.

For the past 17 years the conference has been held in Baraboo, WI at the Aldo

pold Foundati on dbaltahicken boep). rEetShackkanddhe W wis s, S el
-out farm along the Wisconsin River is where he and his family initiateda¥vair i ey s bl o1 b ek

hen be manazid (e s d ot 1 e g o Faws
- o5 s

ecological restoration experimentThey planted thousands of pine trees, restore¢  SESEESEEE Sl SEmns S
prairies, and documented the changes in the flora and fauna which further iNfor] e s o s o St
and inspired Leopold. This year, however, Janine Kohn, national LEP coordina
said, AWe wanted to visit a new pl a

west. o

The conference beganwithaweo nf erence field trip to AMia Casitabo
home Leopold built for his new bride, Estella Bergere of Santa Fe, while he worked on the Carson NF. The grou

bury, and Tres Piedras District Ranger Chris Furr and his staff: Yancey Ranspot and Ron Trujillo. There were al
guest appearances: one from Ben Romero retired District Ranger at TP, who spoke about the restoration of the
New Mexico was back in Leopoldbébs time and how it i

That evening, Regional Forester Corbin Newman gave remarks to officially open the conference in Albuquerque.
ing that, Dana Vackastrang, the NM LEP coordinator presented the first annual Dr. Richard Becker Award. Richa

|l earning, environmental education and the importan
collaboration. (see page 5 for more on this award).

Rio Gavilan in Mexico, which he saw as an example of the pegrfect
ecosystem.

David Parsons spoke about the reintroduction of the Mexican|gray
wolf and how it has affected ecosystems. The last evening tgok
place at Posada Ranch in Edgewood, NM, where two of Leo
p ol d 6-grand miexes {of Santa Fe), spoke about the land|pthic
| in their family through the years. The evening ended with sofjgs
written and played by two of the participants of the conferen

AThe problem, then, is how

mony with land among a people many of whom have forgott
there is any such thing as land, among whom education and
culture have become almost synonymous with landlessness.
is the problem of &d-Aldodeopollt

his
on
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Dr. Richard W. Becker Award of Excellence in Environmental Education
by Dana Vackar Strang

z 2ok S\

Donald Becker (Richardés Brother), Eileen Wood, Dana |[Vack
The Dr . Ri chard W. Becker Award of Excellence in Envi r|lonm¢
sake at the national Leopold Education Projectoés Annuall C

the environmental education community, Tish Morris and Eileen Wood, were awarded the first annual Dr. Richard W. Beg

er

Award of Excellence in Environmental Educatiddr. Becker was a champion of conservation, environmental education and|ser-

vice learning across the state of New Mexico and beyond.

iThe Pheasants Forever LEP Conference was a great oppo

rtui

tions he made across New Mexico. He was the State Coordinator for LEP in New Mexico and a board member with many|other

organizations including past president of the Environmental Education Association of New MExioagh his experience, he

was excellent at networking people from various consferrfvat.

Audubon New Mexico and the current NM State Coordinato
held in high regard, 06 she added.

Tish Morris has worked for the NM Museum of Natural History and Science since 1984, running summer science camps, fleaching

volunteer museum docents, planning exhibits, writing curriculum, training teachers in environmental education, leattipg fig|d

and working with students and families. Like Dr. Becker, Tish has shared much of her time and knowledge by participating
ganizations such as the National Science Teachers Association,, the National Association of Interpretation, and EEANM.

Eileen Wood has impacted her community during her 27 years as a teacher in the New Mexico public schodkisi&tentain-

ino

view Elementary School, Eileen has introduced her students to Aldo Leopold and the Land Ethic by rallying her students mround

conservation issues impacting their community and sch®loeé and her students have designed and built a nature area ttoss
study plots, wildlife observation and a placetojourralh ey 6ve al so designed a nat urnal

clu

dr a

about water harvestingci | eendés | i fe and work are committed to stewfard:s

Both Tish and Eileen received a cash award for their programs and an engraved turkey call, as a special tribute ta Dihéegker

sponsors this year includeé&udubon New Mexico, the Environmental Education Association of New Mexico, the family of Dr

Turkey Federation, Pheasants Forever and the Leopold Education Project, the Quivira Coalition, the Valencia Soil and-W
servation District and other anonymous dondrkis award will recognize outstanding educators or conservation projectsrat f
annual conferences for the Environmental Education Association of New Mexico.

Richard W. Becker, the Friends of the Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area, the Middle Rio Grande Chapter of the Nat'nbnﬁ‘
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Rio Grande Nature Center Education Building Opens its Doors

over 130,000 a year.fAalt is exciting to have a grlat
about the Bosque ecosystem, 0 said Tommy Mutz, Ne Me
been at the education forefront through its innovative programs and passionate staff and \@lungjeieirsg the

State Park Outdoor Classroom Program for the entl|re

tially funded through a personal income tax cheffikor Kids to Parks. The 2032012 grant cycle will open to teadh-
ers in late August/early September.

"The Ri o Grande Nature Center is the gold standalfd f
foya, Educati on and Resource Manager for New Mex| co
we can serve students, teachers, and the community even more effectivelthir@oéall school kids who visited

State parks last year came to the Rio Grande Nature Center. Park staff and volunteers use the-tas@dilum

and Summer Wings Festival. "We are very gratefu t o
Superintendent. ALt wild.l help us do a better jobf in

State Park Architect Rob Vadurro designed the new education building with energy savings, functionality and|beauty
in mind. Several green building techniques were utilized in this facility. The building is extensively insulated, With a
minimum of R45 roof and R35 walls. Windows are insulated and double-lg@lazed. Foundations and floor sla

also have a high degree of insulation. The building has very effective solbgliayg features, especially the reof

ridge skylights. The building also employs modest passive solar space heating techniques. Together with the|high ins
lation values, these energy efficient measures bring the building envelope losses or gains to an extremely low level,
minimizing the need for additional cooling, heating or daytime lighting. There are solar photovoltaic power pajpels to
generate what little additional electrical power it will need. Itisgidnnect ed, and model s h
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EE nEws
(Continued from pag6)

zero energyo building; that is, it wild/l gener at e
cludes a storm water capture system that collects nearly all the rainwater from the roofs and stores it in ciste
irrigation. The project uses only lewaterusing restroom fixtures, including deiflish water closets. The building

features a trellis system for vines on the west
and durability of the building wil/ all ow for a
chitect.

Alt i s our hope that this educational buil ding w

worl d. o The Rio Grande Nature Center would not b
bird walks without its very talented Friends of the Rio Grande Nature Center Volunteers. These volunteers h
vide classes for over 5,000 school children each year, manage the Nature Shop, and support a number of e

shops, seasonal classes and special events for visitors of all ages. For more information pleaseMBRIA&KS
or visit www.nmparks.com

research projects. The park offers naturddidthikes, Bosque exploration, exhibits, handsactivities, teacher workt

wi t
ns for
f a- a
gr ea
il
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Registration is Open! Call for Proposals!
Soar to Greater Heights:
Connecting to Earth and Education

New Mexico Science
Teachers Association

Environmental Education
Association of New Mexico

SCiew,
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October 20-22, 2011
Piedra Vista High School, Farmington, NM

Register and/or submit your proposal avww.nmsta.org
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2011 American Tree Farm Convention
v

I\

hv"“'
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Mary Stuever, Chama District Forester, leads an activity about the Rio Grande from the Bosque Education Guide..

proximately 310 tree farmers and their families from 38 states. The convention began with a superb heavy
déboeuvre AMeet and greetod reception where tree

issues. Each evening, the Outdoor Underwriters insurance comp
sponsored a hospitality suite where attendees could further their
cussions over a complimentary beer or two. Several of our com
members (names withheld to protect the guilty) held a LOT of dig
sions in the hospitality suite.
The second day consisted of several concurrent sessions such a
ACamer as airhow tcCsetiug wilddife caieras for the beg
photos (this was my favorite)
Owner so; inSpreading the Seeds

I

a D0 U L e D € c S
The youth model their tree vests that they mad

The American Tree Farm System 2011 National Tree Farmer Convention was a HUGE success. New Mexigo tree
farmers, foresters, and the New Mexico Tree Farm Committee hosted the annual National American Tree Farm Sys-
tem Convention at the Tamaya Resort on the Santa Ana PueblboAugust, 2011. Charlie Wicklund, our Treas-

urer, chaired the convention committee and did a terrific job herding all the cats. The convention was attendgd by ap-

rs
flar me

9/t e m
of
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Certified Tree Far mer o0;
nance; o NnWhat Women Want : J ¥
AiBenefits of the Farm Bil Y lus s
other interesting presentations. In an effort to engage the® > R :

gram was included again this year with the help of
AFFOs envir onme n t-Rrdject kedrnimga §
Tree (PLT). About 15 youth (ageslB) registered to attend
While parents and grandparents attended various conve
events, their children and grandchildren joined Mary Stug
Barbara Garrity, Jean Szymanski and Dan Ware, (all of
New Mexico PLT) for a day of PLT activities, a short hike
in the Bosque and time to cool off in the pool. The day endeath Rapp, PLT Coordinator from Georgia, led an actIVIty in e
by engaging the youth in an activity from the Bosque Edulue:
tion Guide, where they learned about the Rio Grande ecosystem, through time. The following evening begai) with a
youth banquet, followed by a traditional Native American pottery class with Jemez Pueblo potter, Roberta Sfendo,
and fireside constellation storytelling by Donndl The

Upcoming Teacher/Educator Workshops
For more information contact Barbara Garrity at info@eeanm.org or (505) 7157021.

October 6 Project Learning Tree Rio Rancho
early childhood educators

October 20 Project WET/Climate Change Farmington
middle and high school educators

November 4  Project WET/Climate Change Silver City
middle and high school educators

November 5  Project Learning Tree Silver City
elementary educators

November 11 Project Learning Tree El Paso
elementary educators

December 3  Project Learning Tree Taos
elementary educators

Date TBD Project Learning Tree Carlsbad
elementary educators

February 15  Project WET Gallup
elementary educators

EEANM —9 EE-CONNECTIONS—Summer 2011



To Register, Exhibit, Presentand/orLAAOT 1 1T OA 8
o SC'ENQQ

G 1\; v .« Environmental

(§ B <« [{77\) » Education

% é%” N Association of
Sooxrd v New Mexico

wWww.nmsta.org WWW.eeanm.org

NMSTA/EEANM Annual Conference

Soar to Greater Heights

Connecting Earth and Education
Farmington, NM
LOCATION: Piedra Vista High Schoo§700 College Blvd, 87402
DATES:October 21st& 22 Extended Learning:October 20th

Featuring Navajo physicist

Fred Begay

8:30 am ~ Friday, October 21

As a child, Fred Young hunted birds and wild ani
mals with primitive weapons, spoke only the In- §
dian languages Ute and Navajo, went to a medi
cine man when he was sick, and slept under thejl ==
stars. Dr. Begay is now a nuclear physicist work® 7~
on the laser fusion project at the Los Alamos Scl_.
entific Laboratory .
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name:

Affiliation:

Yearround Mailing Address:

City/: State: Zip Code:

Phones:

Work ( ) Home ( ) Cell ( )

Email Address: Web Address:
Li mited I ncome/ Student Member shig
|l ndi vi dual Membershipééééée. ééé. $
Organi zational Me mber shi péeeecee.

ECO‘ E D The Listserve for
New Mexico Environmental Educators

I f you havenot -edlistgerv,eyau are missingouttomaegreat toion of communicatign

regarding environmental education in New Mexico. To sign up, go to our websweraéeanm.org
and follow the instructions. And don't forget to join EEANM to support this great service!
Problems? contact Barbara Garrity, (505)-7021 orinfo@eeanm.org

NAAEE 40™ ANNUAL CONFERENCE
RoleighDurM'n_. North Caralina * October 12-15, 2011

The annual conference of the North American Association for
Environment al Education (NAAEE)
next month. Attend and learn what people are doing in other states
and provinces throughout the US, Canada and Mexico! Become in-
spired and informed by the many sessions on everything from envi-

OO 4N ronmental issues, climate change, and environmental justice to net-
TEp W work and leadership.

ée. é
0.00
$60
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