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Project WET/Project Learning Tree 

Facilitator Workshop  
 

The Navajo Nation Museum was the location for a joint Project WET/Project 

Learning Tree Facilitator Training in Window Rock, AZ on April 25. The Envi-

ronmental Education Association of New Mexico teamed up with the Institute 

for Environmental Tribal Professionals (ITEP), located at Northern Arizona Uni-

versity (NAU) in Flagstaff, to offer a training to 17 environmental educators and 

college students in the Four Corners area.  The morning was led by Project WET 

facilitator Mansel Nelson, from ITEP, and the afternoon session was facilitated 

by National Project Learning Tree  Director Al Stenstrup.  Barbara Garrity coor-

dinated the workshop for EEANM and Dr. Deb Thrall offered assistance with the 

activities presented.  The new facilitators are now prepared to offer workshops to 

other educators in their own locations, and continued mentorship is available 

from EEANM and ITEP. 

The workshop was funded by a grant from the  

Environmental Education and Training Partnership.   

 

Mansel Nelson presents ñSum of the Parts,ò a Project WET activity, at the Arizona/New Mexico workshop. 
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Message from the President:   

Christy Tafoya 

Dear Members: 

Summer is upon us, but things have not slowed down one bit--in fact, 

things are heating up!  From the statewide outdoor classroom 

initiatives to the national No Child Left Inside legislation, to the great 

summer programming and camps happening all around the state, 

environmental education is really on the move here in New Mexico. 

Your board continues to work hard for you, diligently meeting every 

month to work on the Annual Conference, Project Learning Tree and 

other teacher trainings, grant reports, bylaw changes, financial and 

recruitment updates. Many of our meetings have been held at outdoor classroom venues, to help us 

understand the resources and needs across the state. 

Our latest meeting was at the beautiful Bernalillo County Open Space property, Carlito Springs in 

Tijeras, hosted by Educator and Planner, Colleen Langan.  EEANM has held numerous, consistent 

Brown Bag lunches this year across the state, as well, and we are working hard to know you, your 

issues and your concerns.  If you are interested in hosting a board meeting or Brown Bag, call me or 

Statewide Coordinator, Barbara Garrity. 

Finally, please remember to join us this year at the University of New Mexico, Albuquerque for our 

Annual Conference, Soar to Greater Heights: Professional Development for a Sustainable Future, 

in conjunction with our partners, the New Mexico Science Teachers Association and the New 

Mexico Council for Teachers of Mathematics. We hope to reach many teachers and outdoor 

classroom providers, and to coordinate a fun, hands-on outdoor classroom track. 

Hope you have had a safe and fun summer and we look forward to seeing you this fall! 

-Christy 

EEANM PRESIDENT  

General Membership Meeting 

The Board of Directors of the Environmental Education Association of New Mexico 

is considering revisions to its bylaws.  Members are invited to come to a meeting to 

vote on these proposed changes.  For more information, contact Christy Tafoya. 

2:00 PM, Wednesday, August 27 

NM Museum of Natural History and Science 

1801 Mountain Road NW, Albuquerque, NM. 
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Kimberly King -Wrenn 

505-864-4021 
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kimberly_kingwrenn@fws.gov 

  

Michael Casaus 

505-243-7767  

Albuquerque 

michael.casaus@sierraclub.org.  
 

 

Vince Case 

Treasurer 

505-831-7873 (w)  

Albuquerque 

case@aps.edu 
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Secretary 

505-281-5259 (w) 

Albuquerque 

susan.davis@state.nm.us 

 

 

 

OFFICERS 
 

Christy Tafoya 

President 

505-476-3384 (w)  

Santa Fe 

christy.tafoya@state.nm.us 

 

Kimi Scheerer 

President-Elect 

505-898-6388  

Albuquerque 

ksche@bosqueschool.org 

 

Dana Vackar Strang 

Past President 

505-983-4609, ext 26 (w)  

dstrang@audubon.org  

Santa Fe 

MEMBERS AT-LARGE  

 

Becky Kerr 

505-334-1702  

Aztec 

bkerr@boep.org 

 

Donna Grein 

505-827-6565 

Santa Fe 

donna.grein@state.nm.us 

 

EE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 STATEWIDE  COORDINATOR  

     Barbara Garrity          info@eeanm.org             505-715-7021 

mailto:michael.casaus@sierraclub.org
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11th Annual Youth 

Conference 

on the Environment 
by Vince Case 

 

In August of 2007, Katrina Wagner and Sarah Rip-

pere, representatives from Sandia National Labs, invited students from School On Wheels Alternative High 

School, Western Trails Campus to become planners for their 11th Annual Youth Conference on the Environ-

ment.  Over the ensuing 7-1/2 months, students from Vince Caseôs team brainstormed ideas, collaborated 

with professionals from SNL and Cyndie Abeyta (former EEANM board member and with the USFWS) to 

develop and help plan for this event.  Having attended Youth Conferences in years past, these high school 

students longed for a day of interactive, hands-on learning that would take place in the field and keep the in-

terest of more than 125 other high school students from throughout the Albuquerque Metro area. 

With the theme of the ñBosqueò already chosen by Sandia and the eventôs other co-sponsors, EEANM and 

the USFWS, the School On Wheels students felt confident that they could not only add some ñteenage exper-

tiseò but also believed their experiences in the Bosque and the Rio Grande would help create a conference 

where young people would be part of the teaching staff for the day.  School On Wheels students broke into 4 

planning groups, each one responsible for different aspects of the conference.  One group focused on devel-

oping a ñcatchyò introduction while the other three groups focused on developing learning activities appropri-

ate to secondary students.  The introduction group 

chose to present a clever introductory skit that 

showed the audience how to conduct environmental 

monitoring in the Bosque, following closely the pro-

tocols utilized by UNM-Bosque Schoolôs Bosque 

Ecosystem Monitoring Project.  Students wrote the 

script, created props with the help of Susan Koss 

from SNL, and performed the skit on stage at the 

April 9th conference. 

 Other planning groups presented their hands-

on learning activities with a focus on Bosque plant 

ecology and Rio Grande water quality.  In addition, 

the USFWS, Wildlife West, Bernalillo County, in-

troduced participating high schoolers to the concepts 

of watershed health and wildlife in the Bosque.  

EE EVENTS 


