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EEANM Quarterly Brown Bag Meeting and 

Educational Tours 

 9:30 ï 4:00 

Saturday, January 26, 2008 

EEANM will hold a quarterly meeting and brown bag lunch in the Roswell 

area this weekend.  The day will begin with a tour of the Bitter Lake National 

Wildlife Refuge by Steve Alvarez, Recreation Specialist for the U. S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service. 
 

The Brown Bag lunch will be held in the Visitor Center, where attendees will 

discuss their local EE endeavors and network.   
 

After lunch we will drive to Bottomless Lakes State Park, where Steve Pat-

terson, Park Superintendent, will give us a tour of the park. 

Please join us for a day of spectacular scenery and exploration of our NM 

natural resources.  For more information contact Barbara Garrity at (505) 715

-7021 or garrity.barbara@gmail.com 

Meet at 9:30 AM 

Bitter Lake National Wildlife Refuge ï Steve Alvarez, host  

We will begin the day at 9:30 AM at Bitter Lake NWR with a tour of the 

Refuge by Steve Alvarez.  

http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/newmex/bitterlake/index.html 
 

12:00 NOON 

At noon we will have a brown bag lunch and discussion of local EE at the 

Bitter Lake National Wildlife Refuge  
 

1:30 PM ï 4:00 

Bottomless Lakes State Park ï Steve Patterson, host 

After lunch at Bitter Lake we will drive to the Bottomless Lakes State 

Park for a tour there by Steve Patterson. 

http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/PRD/bottomless.htm 

http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/newmex/bitterlake/index.html
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/PRD/bottomless.htm
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Message from the President:   

Christy Tafoya 

As I sat in the audience at author Richard Louvôs latest visit to our 
state in December at the Hispanic Cultural Center, I was moved by 

his words of wisdom, in his passionate plea to reconnect children 
and adults to nature and the outdoors.  But I think I was even more 
moved to be part of such a diverse, respectful and engaged 

audience.  I was proud to be a New Mexican, particularly when our 
state was recognized as a leader in this amazing ñno child left 

insideò movement.  And EEANM is an important part of this 
movement. 

 

We have support at the highest levels in our government as well.  Our Lieutenant Governor also 
spoke eloquently, saying, 

Outdoor experiences help children develop healthy bodies and minds. Kids need 
more 'green time' and less 'screen time' in order to gain a sense of ownership and 
responsibility for their natural environment.     

   
-- Diane D. Denish, Lieutenant Governor 
 

I am excited to say that in the coming year, your membership in EEANM is more important than 
ever in reconnecting our citizens with their heritage.  Our strategic planning process is guiding 

our new initiatives.  Our new board is enthusiastic and is taking on important roles in providing 
quality environmental education throughout the state. 
 

And you have a chance to make a difference in the future of EEANM!  We are forming new 
committees for members to provide input into our future in four important areas: 

 
New Committees 

* The Statewide Outdoor Classroom Initiative ï Help determine EEANMôs role; 

* Statewide Conference ï Assist in the planning of our statewide conference to be held in 
the fall of 2008; 

* Financial ï Many grants and funding sources are available and this committee will help 
decide the financial direction of EEANM; 

* Membership ï Help determine methods to increase and diversify our membership. 

 
Please see our website at www.eeanm.org to learn how to join the committee of your choice. 

 

Many of  you are already doing wonderful things and EEANM wants to support you.  This is 

truly a watershed year.  Feel free to contact me with any thoughts or ideas to help make EEANM 
stronger in 2008! 

 

EEANM PRESIDENT  
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EEANM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kimberly King -Wrenn 

Socorro 

505-864-4021 

kimberly_kingwrenn 

@fws.gov 

  

Michael Casaus 
Albuquerque 

(505) 243-7767  

michael.casaus@sierraclub.org.  

 

 

Vince Case 

Treas urer 

505-831-7873 (w)  

Albuquerque 

case@aps.edu 

 

Susie Davis 

Secretary 

505-281-5259 (w) 

Albuquerque 

susan.davis@state.nm.us 

 

 

OFFICERS 

 

Christy Tafoya 

President 

505-476-3384 (w) Santa Fe 

christy.tafoya@state.nm.us 

 
Kimi Scheerer 

President-Elect 

505-898-6388  

Albuquerque 

ksche@bosqueschool.org 

 

Dana Vackar Strang 
Past President 

505-827-5096 (w) 

Santa Fe 

dvackar@slo.state.nm.us 

 

MEMBERS AT -LARGE 

 

Becky Kerr 

Aztec 

505-334-1702  

bkerr@boep.org 

 

Donna Grein 

Santa Fe 

donna.grein@state.nm.us 

 

Eileen Everett 

Santa Fe 

505-983-4609 

eeverett@audubon.org 

 

Kimi Scheerer Appointed EEANM Vice President 
 

When EEANM solicited nominations for Board positions last fall, there was 

no nominee for Vice President.  Dana Vackar Strang, our outgoing Presi-

dent, received write-in votes for President-Elect and generously accepted the 

position at that time.  Recently she resigned that position because she will 

not be able to fulfill the three-year Board commitment required (President 

Elect, President, and Past President) due to increased responsibilities with 

her position at the State Land Office.   

At the last Board meeting on January 17, Board member Kim Scheerer rose 

to the occasion and volunteered to accept that responsibility.  The Board 

unanimously appointed her to fill the vacancy.  Kimi is the Bosque Ecosys-

tem Monitoring Program (BEMP) Education Coordinator for UNM, working 

from the Bosque School location along the Rio Grande.  BEMP is jointly 

coordinated by the University of New Mexico's Department of Biology and 

Albuquerque, NM's Bosque School. It is a long-term program to study the Rio Grande's bosque, involv-

ing citizen volunteers (mostly k-12 students) in monitoring key variables that reflect bosque ecosystem 

structure, functioning, and biodiversity at sites with different flooding histories. They also track environ-

mental trends and make this information available to resource agencies and researchers who manage and 

study the Rio Grande bosque.  Kimi loves her work and brings her signature enthusiasm to everything 

she does.  We are delighted to have Kimi commit to EEANM leadership for the next few years. 

mailto:michael.casaus@sierraclub.org
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EE NEWS 

Dr. Deb Thrall ð Goals for NAAEE 
 

Dr. Deb Thrall was recently elected to the Board of Directors of the North American 

Association of Environmental Education.  Below she writes about her goals for her 

term on the board: 
 

When I was asked to write a short piece about what I hope to accomplish as a board 

member of NAAEE for the next two years, I thought of how we make decisions, the 

complexity that is involved with these decisions, and the importance of that decision 

making in terms of who we areéwhat we now call sense of place. 

Wikipedia defines ñsense of placeò as a characteristic that some geographic places have 

and some do not. It is often defined as those characteristics that make a place unique, 

those that foster a sense of human attachment and belonging. What makes that definition 

interesting is the juxtaposition of that ñnew worldò definition to Rachel Carsonôs where 

she felt it was critical to have a connection to the natural world so each of us could ñdrink 
in the beauty and wonder at the meaning of what you see.ò  Todayôs definition states that 

we have created some places that do not have a ñsense of placeò the generic shopping 

malls or subdivisions with no regional character.   

I would like to focus my efforts at the national level on re-awakening this sense of place in todayôs youth through education 

and a reconnection to the arts and culture.   As many of my students have heard me say, we are very good at the ñhowò of 
making decisions about the environment, but we have not yet mastered the ñwhyò of those decisions.  We can move moun-

tains, tap into rivers, and build buildings with ease, however, should we? 

The world is too complex for simple decisions and as the UNESCO vision of Environmental Education states:   

EE should constitute a comprehensive lifelong education, one responsive to changes in a rapidly changing 

world. It should prepare the individual for life through an understanding of the major problems of the 

contemporary world, and the provision of skills and attributes needed to play a productive role towards 

improving life and protecting the environment with due regard given to ethical values. 

Finally, literature shows that having a key contact or a recognizable leader has a powerful impact when it comes to decision 

making.  Young people, who are more technologically literate than their elders, are especially sensitive to these influences.  I 

would like to see a more concerted effort to reach these young people through the Internet and other expanding technology 

featuring young leaders in the field.   

In summary, I would like to work toward a greater collaboration of efforts ï both at the academic and practitioner levels, a 

more complete understanding of our sense of place to support decision making and a more concerted effort to reach the na-

tionôs environmental educators using the more modern technological avenues.   

As Edward O. Wilson states:   

The Earth is something shared by all its inhabitants..  Not only do we share our home planet with people 

in our neighborhoods, cities, states, and nation, we are also intertwined globally with all living things. 

All people must recognize and value this understanding early in their lives because it is critical to the 
survival of all species. As formidable as our intellect may be and as fierce our spirit, those qualities are 

not enough to free us from the constraints of the natural environment in which our human ancestors 

evolved.  

Carson, R. A Sense of Wonder. New York, NY: Harper and Row Publishers. 1965. 

UNESCO. Final Report - Tbilisi. Paper presented at the Intergovernmental Conference on Environmental Education, Tbilisi, 

Republic of Georgia. 1977, 14-26 October 1977. 

Wilson, E.O.  ñIs Humanity Suicidal?ò The New York Times Magazine. May 30, 1993. 
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dinosaur trackway through a curriculum 

and teacher workshop. 

§ Mesilla Valley Bosque State Park 

(MVBSP) - The interdisciplinary Bosque 

Education Guide is being modified for 

the lower Rio Grande and will be 

implemented this year at MVBSP. 

§ Bottomless Lakes State Park  - A 

Roswell Basin curriculum will be tested 

by teachers representing at least four 

school districts in the Roswell area. 

o  

¶ Teacher Resources provide hands-on teaching 

materials for children.  In FY08, State Parks and 

PED will provide printed booklets, kits and trunks.  

The PED website will feature on-line OCP curricula 

and lesson plans. 
 

¶ Transportation Grants.  Many New Mexico 

students will have an opportunity to receive 

transportation to outdoor places.  Through a special 

appropriation for Doña Ana County, local 5th 

graders will receive transportation to outdoor 

classrooms.  The Kids to Parks PIT check-off grant 

program was also open from January 4-18 and will 

serve at least 1,000 students statewide. News 

flashðthe deadline for teacher applications has 

been extended to February 1, 2008! 
 

¶ Service Learning Programs feature hands-on, 

stewardship programs. 
 

¶     Evaluation ï State Parks and PED will ensure 

evaluation of pilot projects as well as student 

successes. 
 

Grants through PED have been issued to 13 schools 

throughout the state, providing outdoor classroom 

experiences for 2200 students.  Grants through 

State Parks will be available in mid January for 

outdoor classroom providers.  Please see 

www.nmparks.com to apply. 
 

State Parks and Public Education 

Department Update 

 

2007 was an exciting year for the State Parks 

Division (State Parks) and the Public Education 

Department (PED).  State Parks and PED have 

partnered since 2005 to increase outdoor classroom 

programs for NM students.  Goals of the statewide 

outdoor classroom program include: increasing 

student interdisciplinary learning opportunities, 

introducing or reinforcing concepts and skill taught 

in the classroom, building active citizenship and 

resource stewardship ethics, and raising teacher job 

satisfaction. Since July 2007, State Parks has served 

3,665 school students, providing a variety of outdoor 

classroom programs throughout its 34 park system.   
 

In 2007, the NM State Legislature recognized the 

importance of the Outdoor Classroom initiative, 

funding the statewide Outdoor Classroom Program 

(OCP) in 2007.  A total of $250,000 was allocated to 

the Public Education Department (PED) and is being 

co-managed by NM State Parks (State Parks).  

Further, State Parks received $20,000 for Doña Ana 

County outdoor classroom programs.  The OCP has 

received essential statewide support from many 

agencies, engendering partnerships that are vital to 

the success of this program. 
 

Project Summaries to Date: 

State Parks and PED are providing pilot projects in 5 

areas -- outdoor education institutes, teacher 

resources, transportation grants, service learning 

projects, and evaluation.  Here are just a few 

examples: 
 

¶ Outdoor Education Institutes offer statewide 

teacher training workshops for existing or new 

outdoor classroom programs.  Here are a few 

examples: 

§ Clayton Lake State Park ï In partnership 

with the NM Museum of Natural History, 

State Parks will highlight the Clayton 

EE NEWS 

http://www.nmparks.com/
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ñWhen I grow up, I want my children to hear the howls 

of wolves when I take them camping in the Gila Wilder-

nesséò 

So concludes Logan Richardsô essay which tied for first 
place in the Southwest Environmental Centerôs Mexican 

wolf student essay contest. Logan is a sixth grader in 

Mrs. Roseôs Science Class at Camino Real Middle 

School in Las Cruces. 

The other first place essay winner was Kyle Thomas, an 

eighth grade student at Zia Middle School in Mesilla. 

They both walked away with new iPod 8 Gb nanos and a 
chance to spend a day in the field with biologists tracking 

wild Mexican wolves. 

In the art contest, first place was also shared by two con-

testants, who also won iPods and a field trip. Tennisa 

EE NEWS 

Julian, a seventh grade student at Chaparral Middle School 
in Mrs. Aldenôs science class, wanted to show wolvesô 

strong social structure as well as their individuality. ñI want 

people to look at the wolves and see how they feel and their 

personalities,ò she wrote in her artist statement.  ñEach wolf 

reacts differently.ò 

She shared first place with sixth grader Rose Marie Chone-

ska at Zia Middle School, who drew a wolf living in a 

world divided between inconsiderate humans and the natu-

ral environment where wolves can thrive. 

More than 320 middle school students submitted essays or 

drawings from middle schools in Socorro, Alamogordo, 
Chaparral, Las Cruces, Silver City and Deming. Essay writ-

ers were asked to answer the question: Mexican wolves are 

returning to New Mexico. Do you think their return is im-

portant? Why or why not? Art contest entrants were asked 
to draw or paint a Mexican wolf in a way that emphasized 

what the artist thought were its most important qualities. In 

each contest, prizes were also awarded for Honorable Men-
tions, and to the teachers who encouraged the most students 

to enter. In addition, the names of 12 students were drawn 

at random to go on the field trip to track wild wolves. 

Winners were selected by a panel of judges with expertise 
in writing, art, or biology, and announced at an awards 

ceremony held November 14 at the Rio Grande Theater in 

Las Cruces. 

The winning essays and all the art entries are currently on 
display at SWEC. The winning entries will also be posted 

to our website in the near future. 

Excerpts from the first place essays: 

Logan Richards 

A few years ago I thought about wolves when I was camp-
ing with my family in the mountains in Colorado. We 

spend a lot of weekends outdoors hiking and camping in 

the Southwest and I am always excited to find and watch 

the deer, elks, wild turkeys and coyotes-1 once even got to 
see a mountain lion and a black bear in the Gila Wilderness

- But I have never gotten to see a Mexican wolf, except 

behind bars at the zoo. Why are there no wolves I once 

asked my Dad, where have they gone?... 

   
Artwork by Rose Marie Choneska  

Winners Announced in Mexican Wolf Student Contests 

by Kevin Bixby 
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EE NEWS 

Kyle Thomas 

To begin with, I think that the Mexican wolf returning to 
New Mexico is very important I First of all, every animal 

has a place in life and they are all special and unique in 

some way; even those that some many consider to be 
pests. This animal inhabited the New Mexico landscape 

long before man moved in to set up ranches, build homes, 

and develop cities. The Mexican wolf is well on its way to 

extinction, and we humans need to be more conscious of 

the role they play in our ecosystem... 

Winners--Essay Contest 

1st Place (tie): Kyle Thomas, 8th Grade, Zia Middle 

School, Mesilla,ðMrs. Baker, Lit/comp teacher 

1st Place (tie): Logan Richards, 6th Grade, Camino Real 
Middle School, Las Cruces,ðMrs. Rose, Science 

Teacher 

Honorable Mention: Eiden Rische-Bloom, 7th Grade, 

Mercer School, Las CrucesðMichelle Granger 

Honorable Mention: Belkis Jacquez, 7th Grade, Sierra 

Middle School, Las CrucesðMrs. Manning 

Honorable Mention: Sydney Salas, 6th Grade, Zia Middle 

SchoolðMrs. Crespin 

Winners--Art Contest 

1st Place (tie): Tennisa Julian, 7th Grade, Chaparral 
Middle School, Chaparral, Mrs. Alden, Science 

Teacher 

1st Place (tie): Rose Marie Choneska, 6th Grade, Zia 

Middle School, Mesilla 

Honorable Mention: Daniel Tannen, 8th Grade, 

James Monroe Middle School, Albuquerque, Mrs. 

Reynolds 

Honorable Mention: Bailey Bonfantini, 7th Grade, 
Sierra Middle School, Las Cruces, Mr. Olin Calk, 

Art Teacher 

Honorable Mention: Natalie Kuhns, 6th Grade, La 

Plata Middle School, Silver City 

Winners--Teachers 

Essay Contest: Soraya Smith, Technology Teacher, 

Lynn Middle School, Las Cruces 

Art Contest: Olin Calk, Art Teacher, Sierra Middle 

School, Las Cruces 

Some of the winners in SWECôs Mexican wolf essay and art contests for middle school students.                    Photo Ken Stinnett. 


